
Parental involvement in students’ education is a key factor in improving student 

achievement. Thank-you for making the effort to meet with us for parent/teacher  
interviews. 

The information gleaned from these meetings certainly assist both home and school 
in supporting our students in every way we can. 

Teachers use many ongoing methods to assess the students' learning. Assessment of 
learning provides parents and students with information as to how a child is progress-
ing according to provincial standards and is reported in the form of letter grades and 
marks. Assessment as learning helps students to take responsibility for their own 
learning and to set future goals. Assessment for learning is what teachers do every 
day through anecdotal observations, checklists, student self assessment and daily 
tasks, quizzes etc. This type of assessment informs teachers as to students’ areas of 
strengths and informs teachers as to next steps for learning. Addi-
tionally, formalized reading assessments are conducted throughout 
the year. For example,  PM Benchmarks (primary) and CASI (junior) 
may be done in order to assess the students' reading level and de-
termine individual areas of need for programming purposes. We 
recently sent home the Parent Guide to Assessment, Evaluation and 
Reporting. I encourage you to take time to read the document as it shares information 
as to how students are assessed from kindergarten to grade 12.  If you ever have any 
questions about how your child is assessed, please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s teacher. 

The staff at Briargreen is very proud of our students who demonstrate leadership and 
a positive attitude in so many areas. Our Future Aces team made up of Junior students 
take a lead role in promoting our monthly focus. During the month of October and 
November, these students made posters, participated in assemblies and did an-
nouncements about “positive attitude”. Our Remembrance Day ceremony was anoth-
er opportunity for students to lead by participating in choir, presenting poetry and 
leading the assembly. Older students frequently pair up with kindergarten and prima-
ry students for Reading and Math Buddies. Students also volunteer in the kindergar-
ten classrooms, helping during class and outdoor play time. Every  4 weeks, grade 5 
students take on the responsibility of doing announcements and O Canada. We re-
cently had our Future Aces kick-off for the next focus goal-integrity. Our grade 3’s led 
the assembly with a song, videos and oral presentations. Well done everyone! If your 
child is  interested in leadership, encourage him or her to speak to her classroom 
teacher and we will make every effort to foster this important skill.  

      Leslie McLeod    
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Where We Like to Be! 

Upcoming Dates  

Dec. 1 Junior Boys     
Bordenball tournament 
10:30-3:30. Confederation 

High School 

Dec. 3– Junior Girls     

Bordenball tournament 

10:30-3:30. Confederation 

High School 

Dec. 10 School Council 

Bake Sale 

Dec. 10 School Council 

7pm in the library 

Dec 11 SK holiday social 

and performance 

Dec. 12 JK-SK holiday 

performance 

December 19 Last day of 

classes in 2014. 

Appropriate Clothing 

As the cold weather has finally 

seemed to arrive, it is very           
important that students have an 
indoor pair of shoes to wear. 

Please make sure that your child is 

appropriately dressed with a hat, 

mitts and a warm jacket. An extra 

pair of socks in the backpack in case 

of wet feet is a good idea as well. 

A Special Thank You 

Thank you to Warrant Offic-
ers Mindy Pearson and 
Dwayne McCarthy who 
spoke to students at the Re-
membrance Day ceremony. 
The grade 4 class had the 
pleasure of spending extra 
time with them and learning 
about their important jobs. 

http://www.briargreenps.ocdsb.ca


Briargreen Choir 

We were so proud of all of the choir members for their work towards 
and performance at the Remembrance Day Ceremony. In a few short 
weeks, they were able to learn a 2 part song in Hebrew and polish 2 
other songs. Their dedication to the music was evident. We are very 
happy to welcome some new members as choir is beginning to prepare 
new songs for the holiday season and beyond. The choir is looking 
for a pianist as Mme Rosemarie is wanting to pursue other oppor-
tunities for our students. If there is anyone from the community 
who could commit to 1 rehearsal per week and a few performanc-
es, please contact LaVonne Venables 

at lavonne.venables@ocdsb.ca.  

-Mme Rosemarie, Mrs. Venables and Mrs. Stanton 

 

Soccer 

On October 11th 2014 twenty-one members of the Boys Soccer Club 
attended the Tier 2 Regional Soccer Tournament at the Trend-Arlington 
fields. The boys played five matches in extremely cold and rainy   
weather and ended up winning 4 games and tying one game. That rec-
ord was good enough to put them in first place and allow them to win 
the gold medal. All the members of the team represented our school 
well       because they played with excellent energy, worked very well as 
a team and demonstrated great sportsmanship.    

-Mrs. Riou 

This October, the junior girls’ soccer tournament was in action, and 
there were the Briargreen Bulldogs playing with great attitude!          
Respectfully placing 5th, the girls played with fairness, integrity,        
determination and of course a positive attitude! 
-Mansi S. Grade 6 
 

Future Aces 
A positive attitude is what the Future Ace group has been working on 
promoting at Briargreen for the month of November! Our goal was to 
have everyone showing a positive attitude by the end of this 
month...and Briargreen has had great success! 

What’s on for next month? Integrity.  

“Have the courage to say no. Have the courage to face the truth. 

Do the right thing because it is right. These are the magic keys 

to living your life with integrity.” -W. Clement Stone 

“Integrity is to do what you know is right even if no one is watch-

ing. It is being true to your belief system.”- Joy Howes 
 
We are going to have everyone thinking about what integrity means and 
how to show that you have it! Remember to stand up for yourself! 
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School News 

New Morning Routine 

You may not be aware that we no longer sing 
O Canada and morning announcements at 
9:00. We decided that we would change this 
routine to do it at 10:55 every morning, right 
before our first nutrition and recess break. 
Research indicates that student time on task 
maximizes learning and making this change 
has meant that students enter their class-
rooms to begin learning right away. We thank 
you for making every effort to get your child 
to school for 9:00 as teachers usually use that 
time to set the stage for the day’s learning 
with their students. Late arriving students 
miss key information about the day and 
learning activities and as well, may disrupt 
the learning of fellow students in the class-
room. 

 

Picking up your child during the school day 

We appreciate your efforts to send notes re-
garding pickup arrangements. If you don’t 
usually do so, please try to send in a note 
with the time that you will be picking up your 
child so that he or she can be at the office to 
meet you at the appointed time. Having be-
gun this routine last year, we have successful-
ly reduced the number of interruptions dur-
ing the learning day.  Being an open concept 
school, every time that we have to call down 
to a class to ask a child to come to the office, 
we are interrupting at least 2 other classes. 
This provides an opportunity for your stu-
dents to learn responsibility, time manage-
ment and organization. We also encourage 
you to pick up children during break times: 
11:00-11:45 & 1:45-2:30. 

 

Lockdown Practice 

School board policy dictates that we practice 
doing a lock-down twice annually. Bri-
argreen’s first practice will take place during 
the morning of Tuesday December 16. Teach-
ers will be reviewing this procedure with stu-
dents before our practice lock-down takes 

Recess Time: Play Structure Closed 

We are now experiencing freezing temperatures and are obliged to 
close access to the play  structures. Student safety is a priority and 
once the ground freezes, the structures become a safety hazard.  

Students who bring balls to play with are encouraged to make sure that 

their names are on them in order that we can return lost balls to their 
rightful owner. 
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